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P R O T O C O L  A N A L Y S I S

Higher Layer protocols carried above the ATM transmission 
layer can be monitored and decoded by Aurora Forte in combi-
nation with an Ethernet based protocol analyzer such as Trend 
Observer.  This capability can be applied to networks used for 
IP, 3/UMTS, Frame Relay, SS7 etc.

This ability allows the network engineer to monitor and analyse 
the performance of data transmission above the ATM layer.  
Any protocol type being carried within an Adaptation Layer 
type 5 (AAL5) can be converted to Ethernet format for 
analysis.  Aurora Forte can easily be connected to ATM 
network links such as E1, E3, DS1, DS3 and OC3/STM1 for 
unobtrusive monitoring using either protected monitor points 
or fibre optic splitters.  With dual interfaces fitted to Aurora 
Forte it is possible to monitor both the Forward and Backward 
network directions, thus enabling a full protocol trace to be 
observed.  

Aurora Forte autolearns the ATM layer activity and allows the 
user to select upto two virtual circuits carrying AAL5 type traffic 


